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Romans 4:1-17 
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 
matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 
before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” 
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5 However, to 
the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 
7 “Blessed are those 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the one 
    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”  
9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been 
saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 10 Under what circumstances 
was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 11 And 
he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 
still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in 
order that righteousness might be credited to them. 12 And he is then also the father of the 
circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that 
our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would 
be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who 
depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the 
law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 
all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the 
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 
nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls into being things that were not. 
 
Genesis 15:6 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
 
None of the promises God gave Abraham were attainable by himself. 
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Genesis 15:2 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one 
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 
 
Genesis 17:17 
17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a 
hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 
 
God allowed the odds to be stacked against Abraham.  
 
When the miracle occurred, it would be a clear move of God. 
 
It was only by his faith in God that Abraham saw his promise. 
 
Grace: God’s freely given, unmerited favor. 
 
Grace is God’s acceptance of us. Faith is our acceptance of God’s acceptance. 
 
Genesis 17:1-8 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant between 
me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 
3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will 
be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be 
Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will 
make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations 
to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of 
Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and 
your descendants after you; and I will be their God.” 
 
Grace is God’s decision to choose a people for Himself apart from their merit. 
 
 Faith is our acceptance of it, and our belief in it. 
 
It is not by rule-keeping that we are made righteous. 
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It is only by placing our faith in Jesus Christ, and His redemptive work on the cross that we are 
made righteous. 

 
When we believe, Jesus’ own righteousness is imputed on to us. 
 
Impute: Ascribe a characteristic to someone by virtue of a similar quality in another.  

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Jesus became our sin – We became His righteousness!  
 
Propitiation: The act of gaining or regaining the favor or goodwill of someone; atonement. 

 
Jesus’ sacrifice made us “at one” with God. 

 
The law was given to us to expose our sin, so we could see our need for forgiveness. 
 
The law points us back to our moral bankruptcy and our desperate need to call out in faith! 
   
Romans 3:21-22 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile 
 
Romans 10:9 
9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 

This was all done so that all people would have access to this grace, not just an elect few! 

John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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